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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can analyze the meaning of figurative language and complex words/word relationships. (L.3.5) 

I can describe the difference between literal and nonliteral meaning of words and phrases in context. (L.3.5) 

Supporting Learning Target Ongoing Assessment 

• I can analyze the meaning of figurative language in Peter Pan. • Conferring notes during independent reading 

 

 

Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Reader: Introducing Chapter 10 “The 

Never Bird” (10 minutes) 

B. Unpacking Learning Target (5 minutes) 

2. Work Time 

A. Mini-Lesson: Determining the Meaning of 

Figurative Language (10 minutes)  

B. Carousel of Quotes: Figurative Language in Peter 

Pan (10 minutes)  

C. Independent Reading: Tracking Figurative 

Language in Peter Pan Chapter 10 (20 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Updating the Where/When/Who/What Anchor 

Chart (5 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Lesson 2 Homework 

• In advance: Prepare the Figurative Language anchor chart with the T-chart and the quotes in the left-

hand column written out (see model in the Supporting Materials). Leave the right-hand column blank.  

• Create a chart for each quote from the Figurative Language Reference Sheet for the Carousel of Quotes 

activity. There should be a separate chart for each quote (see Supporting Materials).  

• Post: Learning targets. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

analyze, figurative, literal • Classic Starts edition of Peter Pan (book; one per student) 

• Figurative Language anchor chart (new; teacher-created or display example in Supporting Materials; see Teaching Notes) 

• Charts for Carousel of Quotes (five total; prepared in advance using excerpts on Figurative Language Reference Sheet) 

• Figurative Language Partner Recording Form (one per partnership; for use on Carousel of Quotes) 

• Collecting Figurative Language (one per student or partnership) 

• Chapter 10 Word Buddy (one per student) 

• Where/When/Who/What anchor chart (begun in Unit 1) 

• Where/When/Who/What Sample for Chapter 10 (one per student) 

• Lesson 2 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Chapter 10 Text-Dependent Questions (for optional use) 

• Chapter 10 Text-Dependent Questions (with sentence starters) 

• Chapter 10 Text-Dependent Questions (answers, for teacher reference) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Reader: Introducing Chapter 10 “The Never Bird” (10 minutes) 

• Gather students together whole group with their Peter Pan books. 

• Ask students to open their Peter Pan books to Chapter 10, page 79. Invite them to read along as you read aloud. The purpose 

of this read-aloud is student engagement and modeling of fluency, and therefore there should be no pauses for discussion, 

explanation, or questioning. 

 

B. Unpacking Learning Target (5 minutes) 

• Post today’s learning target:  

* “I can analyze the meaning of figurative language in Peter Pan.”  

• Tell students that today they will be learning about how authors use lots of figurative language, such as “it’s raining cats and 

dogs,” as a way to capture their readers’ imaginations.   

• Underline the words analyze and figurative language. Remind students of the meaning of the word analyze, which they 

have seen before when looking at characters. It means to “examine carefully.” Review the meaning of figurative. Consider 

relating this to the phrase “figure of speech.”  

• Write, “Figurative vs. Literal.” Remind students about the figurative language “give Hook a hand.” To give someone a hand 

means to help them out. That is the literal meaning. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Mini-Lesson: Determining the Meaning of Figurative Language (10 minutes) 

• Engage students in today’s learning with a common use of figurative language with which they may already be familiar. For 

example:  

* “When I was growing up, my mother used to always say, ‘It’s raining cats and dogs outside!’ I can remember trying to 

picture this in my mind, cats and dogs actually falling from the sky. Can you imagine that?”  

• Invite students to Think-Pair-Share: 

* “What does the phrase ‘it’s raining cats and dogs’ actually mean?” 

• Invite whole-class shares using a total participation technique, such as cold call or equity sticks. 

• Direct students’ attention to the Figurative Language anchor chart. Tell them that you will use this chart and their 

matching recording forms to analyze examples of figurative language from Peter Pan. Explain to students this means they 

will be determining what the text examples actually mean.  

• Read the first example on the anchor chart (from page 17 of the book) together:  

* “Wendy’s light went out first. It yawned and, yawns being contagious, the other two lights promptly yawned as well. Then, 

before any of the other lights could close their mouths, all three went out from the resulting breeze.”  

• Invite students to Think-Pair-Share:  

* “How is this language figurative? In other words, which part of this section did not really happen?”  

• Listen in on student conversations, and then invite a whole-class share that sounds like: “Lights can’t actually yawn. They 

don’t have mouths!”  

• Explain that when authors use figurative language, they usually have a literal meaning. Define the word literal as “true to 

fact, or what actually happened.”  

• Invite students to Think-Pair-Share:  

* “So, what was the author’s literal meaning when saying the light ‘yawned’ or ‘before any of the other lights could close 

their mouths, all three went out from the resulting breeze’?”  

• Invite whole-class shares, listening for examples such as: “It means the lights went out.”  

• Consider charting the “raining cats 

and dogs” example to help visual 

learners better understand the 

concept of figurative language. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Write “The lights went out” in the Literal Meaning column of the anchor chart. Collect one or two more examples, such as 

“there was wind” to show that figurative language can be interpreted in multiple ways.  

• Encourage students to be on the lookout for uses of figurative language within the story at any point working with the story. 

Tell them they can write any examples they find on sticky notes and add them to the anchor chart. Review these examples as 

they come up. 

 

B. Carousel of Quotes: Understanding Figurative Language in Peter Pan (15 minutes)  

• Tell students they will now read, think, talk, and write about other figurative language they have seen in Peter Pan but 

perhaps did not notice. Distribute the Figurative Language Partner Recording Form and give students these 

directions: 

1. Each group (two partnerships) will begin at a different chart displayed in the room. A quote from Peter Pan that includes 

figurative language will be written on each chart.  

2. Read the quote with your group. At each chart, a new person should take a turn reading the quote aloud.  

3. Think about what the figurative language actually means.  

4. Talk about it with your group.  

5. On a the partner recording form, write your group’s  idea for what this excerpt means literally.  

6. When directed, rotate to the next chart that has a new excerpt.  

• As students rotate, circulate and support them in their discussions and their writing. This might include guiding them 

through their translation of figurative language or assisting them in succinctly writing their sticky note to add to the chart.  

• After 15 minutes, gather students back together whole group. Review the figurative language excerpts they looked at, taking 

answers from each group. Use this discussion time to clear up any confusion or misconceptions about their literal meanings. 

Add these examples to the Figurative Language anchor chart.  

• Invite students to Think-Pair-Share:  

“How does using figurative language help authors to capture a reader’s imagination?” 

• Consider posting written directions 

for the Carousel of Quotes to help 

students keep track of multistep 

directions.  

• Figurative language presents unique 

challenges for ELLs and often must 

be taught directly. Consider pulling 

select students into a small group 

and giving them direct instruction 

and support in interpreting these 

quotes.  
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

C. Independent Reading: Peter Pan Chapter 10 (20 minutes)  

• Invite students to get out their Classic Starts edition of Peter Pan book and tell them they will have the next 15 

minutes to sit with their reading partners and reread Chapter 10 (“The Never Bird”).   

• Distribute the Collecting Figurative Language recording form and the Chapter 10 Word Buddy to students. Tell 

them that as they are reading, they can record any examples of figurative language the come across in the chapter. 

• Circulate and support students as they read. Consider taking conferring notes on individual students (either fluency or 

comprehension) to continue to informally assess. 

 

 

 

Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Updating the Where/When/Who/What Anchor Chart (5 minutes)  

• Invite students back to the whole group area. Direct their attention to the Where/When/Who/What anchor chart. Ask 

them to share with the whole class their ideas for the important characters, events, and settings in this chapter. 

• Distribute the Where/When/Who/What Sample for Chapter 10 to students to keep with all other 5Ws chapter 

documents. Students will need these chapter recaps in Unit 3 when they have to summarize the story. 

 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Reread Chapter 10 of your Peter Pan book at home, either aloud to yourself or to a family member. Point out figurative 

language to someone at home, explaining what the author really means. 
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Figurative Language Anchor Chart 

 

Learning target: I can analyze the meaning of figurative language in Peter Pan. 

 

Figurative language from Peter Pan Literal meaning:  

What does the author really mean by this? 

“Wendy’s light went out first. It yawned and, yawns 

being contagious, the other two lights promptly 

yawned as well. Then, before any of the other lights 

could close their mouths, all three went out from 

the resulting breeze.” 

The lights went out.  
 
A breeze made the candles blow out. 

“Night-lights are the eyes a mother leaves behind 

at night to watch over her babies.” 

 

“With his return, however, the whole place started 

to rumble as if a train were coming.” 
 

“Neverland seemed to sense that Peter was almost 

home. Like a puppy, it strained and wiggled to 

meet him at the door.” 

 

“They cut Tiger Lily’s cords, and with one last look 

she slid into the water like a graceful eel.”  

 

“He heard the water gurgle greedily as it rose to 

nibble on the rock” 

 

“Finished with the Indians, the pirates still could 

not rest. It was, after all, not the Indians they had 

come for. The Indians were just bees to be smoked 

out so they could get to the honey.” 
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Figurative Language Reference Sheet 

(for teacher use to create Carousel of Quotes) 
 

Below are excerpts from the Classic Starts edition of Peter Pan that include figurative language. Make 

a chart for each quote. 

 

Page 15: “Night-lights are the eyes a mother leaves behind at night to watch over 

her babies.” 

Page 41:  “With his return, however, the whole place started to rumble as if a train 

were coming.” 

Page 41: “Neverland seemed to sense that Peter was almost home. Like a puppy, it 

strained and wiggled to meet him at the door.” 

Page 72: “They cut Tiger Lily’s cords, and with one last look she slid into the water 

like a graceful eel.” 

Page 82: “He heard the water gurgle greedily as it rose to nibble on the rock.” 

 

Page 96: “Finished with the Indians, the pirates still could not rest. It was, after all, 

not the Indians they had come for. The Indians were just bees to be 

smoked out so they could get to the honey.” 
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Figurative Language Partner Recording Form 

 

Partners: ___________________________ and ________________________________ 
 
 

Figurative language from Peter Pan Literal meaning:  

What we think this means is… 

“Night-lights are the eyes a mother leaves 

behind at night to watch over her babies.” 

 
 

 

“With his return, however, the whole place 

started to rumble as if a train were 

coming.” 

 

 

“Neverland seemed to sense that Peter 

was almost home. Like a puppy, it strained 

and wiggled to meet him at the door.” 

 

 

“They cut Tiger Lily’s cords, and with one 

last look she slid into the water like a 

graceful eel.” 

 

 

“He heard the water gurgle greedily as it 

rose to nibble on the rock.” 

 
 

 

“Finished with the Indians, the pirates still 
could not rest. It was, after all, not the 
Indians they had come for. The Indians 
were just bees to be smoked out so they 
could get to the honey.” 
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Collecting Figurative Language 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Page Figurative language from Peter Pan 

(use quotation marks around phrases) 

Literal meaning:  

What does the author really mean by this? 

  

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

  

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

 

 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

  

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

 

 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 
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Where / When / Who / What 

Sample for Chapter 10 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Where and When does this 

chapter take place? 

Who are the active characters 

in this chapter? 

What are the most important 

events in this chapter? 

Marooner’s Rock in the lagoon. 

 

After the fight with Hook, 

through the day and into the 

evening. 

Peter 

Wendy 

Never Bird 

Peter is weak from his injury.  

Wendy is weak from fatigue. 

 

The water is rising and the 

space on the rock is getting 

smaller and smaller. 

 

They find Michael’s kite floating 

in the water. Peter ties it to 

Wendy so she can float to safety. 

 

Peter worries he will die. 

 

The Never Bird comes to help 

Peter, giving him her nest.  

He puts her eggs in Starkey’s 

waterproof hat and she floats 

away on the hat. 

 

Wendy and Peter each arrive 

safely back at the cave. 
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Lesson 2 Homework 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Reread a part or all of Chapter 10 of your Peter Pan book at home, either on your own 

or with a family member. Point out any figurative language within the chapter to 

someone at home, explaining what the author really means in the example(s) you 

found to share. 

 
 

figurative language – wording an author uses that is not meant to be taken literally 

 

Example from an earlier chapter: 
 

“Wendy’s light went out first. It yawned and, yawns being contagious, the other two lights 

promptly yawned as well. Then, before any of the other lights could close their 

mouths, all three went out from the resulting breeze.” 

 

What the author wants us to know (literally) is that the lights went out quickly, one 
after the other. 
 

 

 

Optional:  Record examples of figurative language from any chapter in Peter Pan. 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 10 Word Buddy 

 

1. mocking: page 79 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

But there was no response, except for an 

occasional mocking from the mermaids. 

“mocking” means teasing 

But there was no response, except for an occasional teasing from the mermaids. 

 

2. mischievous: page 80 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

A mischievous mermaid pulled Wendy by her 

toe, trying to get her into the water. 

“mischievous” means teasing or playful 

A playful mermaid pulled Wendy by her toe, trying to get her into the water. 

 

3. mere: page 82 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

…he realized that it had a more definite sense of 

purpose than a mere piece of paper would 

have. 

“mere” here means simple 

…he realized that it had a more definite sense of purpose than a simple piece of paper would 

have. 

 

4. rejoiced: page 84 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

Oh, how everyone rejoiced! “rejoiced” means celebrated 

Oh, how everyone celebrated! 
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Chapter 10 Text-Dependent Questions  

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Directions:  

1. Read the questions carefully. 

2. Read the text and as you read, look for evidence that can be used to answer the 
questions.  

3. Write the answer in a complete sentence and use specific evidence from the text 
to support your thinking. 

 

 

1. How does Wendy get off Marooner’s Rock and return safely to the cave?  Use 

evidence from the text to support your thinking. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How is Peter able to return to the cave? Use evidence from the text to support your 

thinking. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Which of the following sentences from the chapter is an example of figurative 

language? 

a. “The piece of paper was actually the Never bird, still sitting on her now 

floating nest.” 

b. “He heard the water gurgle greedily as it rose to nibble on the rock.” 

c. “On the rock next to Peter was a waterproof hat, broad and wide, which 

Starkey had left behind.” 

 

     What makes this figurative language? 
 

        ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

       ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

      ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 10 Text-Dependent Questions 

(with Sentence Starters) 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Directions: Read the questions. Then reread Chapter 10. As you read, be looking 

for evidence that can be used to answer the text-dependent questions. 

 

1. How does Wendy get off Marooner’s Rock and return safely to the cave?  Use 

evidence from the text to support your thinking. 
 

 

Wendy get offs Marooner’s Rock to safety because _______________ 

__________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________. 

 

 

2. How is Peter able to return to the cave? Use evidence from the text to support your thinking. 
 

 

Peter is able to return to the cave because _____________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________.  
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3. Which of the following sentences from the chapter is an example of figurative 

language? 

a. “The piece of paper was actually the Never bird, still sitting on her now 

floating nest.” 

b. “He heard the water gurgle greedily as it rose to nibble on the rock.” 

c. “On the rock next to Peter was a waterproof hat, broad and wide, which 

Starkey had left behind.” 

 

     Underline the parts of the sentence that make it figurative language. 
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 Chapter 10 Text-Dependent Questions 

 (Answers for Teacher Reference) 

 

 

1. How does Wendy get off Marooner’s Rock and return safely to the cave? Use 

evidence from the text to support your thinking. 

Wendy gets off Marooner’s Rock after Peter finds Michael’s kite floating in the water. 
He wraps it around Wendy and pushes her from the rock and away she flew into the 
sky. 
 
 

2. How is Peter able to return to the cave? Use evidence from the text to support your 

thinking. 

The Never bird, still sitting on her nest floating in the water, sees Peter in danger 
and rows her nest to him. Being a mother, she tries to save Peter by flying out of the 
nest to make room for him. Peter lifts her eggs and places them in Starkey’s 
waterproof hat. The Never bird settles herself on her eggs and floats off. Peter floats 
in the Never bird’s nest back to the cave. 

 

3. Which of the following sentences from the chapter is an example of figurative 

language? 

a. “The piece of paper was actually the Never bird, still sitting on her now 

floating nest.” 

b. “He heard the water gurgle greedily as it rose to nibble on the 

rock.” 

c. “On the rock next to Peter was a waterproof hat, broad and wide, which 

Starkey had left behind.” 

       What makes this figurative language? 

      This is an example of figurative language because water can’t nibble (which is like 

eating) on a rock. Water can’t be greedy. The sentence is meant to tell the reader that 

the water is continuing to rise up the rock that Peter is sitting on. 


